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IARC DIRECTORS

John Higginson (1966–1981)

Lorenzo Tomatis (1982–1993)

Paul Kleihues (1994–2003)

Peter Boyle (2004–2008)

Christopher Wild (2009–present)

GOVERNING COUNCIL CHAIRS

E.J. Aujaleu, France (1965–1967)

R.J.H. Kruisinga, Netherlands (1968–1970)

J.A.B. Gray, United Kingdom (1971–1973)

N.N. Blokhin, Soviet Union (1974–1975)

S. Halter, Belgium (1976–1977)

H. Voigtländer, Federal Republic of Germany 
(1978–1979)

R. Vannugli, Italy (1980–1981)

G.T. O’Conor, USA (1981–1983)

B.P. Kean, Australia (1984–1985)

E. Somers, Canada (1986–1988)

H. Danielsson, Sweden (1989–1990)

J.K. Huttunen, Finland (1991–1992)

H. Voigtländer, Germany (1993–1994)

B. Mørland, Norway (1995–1996)

A. Adams, Australia (1997–1998)

T. Zeltner, Switzerland (1999–2000)

D. Dunstan, United Kingdom (2001–2002)

J. Larivière, Canada (2003–2004)

J.W. Hartgerink, Netherlands (2004–2006)

L.E. Hanssen, Norway (2007–2010)

P. Puska, Finland (2011–2013)

M. Palmer, United Kingdom (2014–present)

IARC DIRECTORS AND 
COUNCIL CHAIRS
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SCIENTIFIC COUNCIL CHAIRS

O. Mühlbock, Netherlands (1965)a

W.R.S. Doll, United Kingdom (1966–1967)

H. Hamperl, Federal Republic of Germany (1967)

I. Berenblum, Israel (1968)

P.F. Denoix, France (1969)

N.N. Blokhin, Soviet Union (1970)

C.G. Schmidt, 
Federal Republic of Germany (1971)b

R. Latarjet, France (1972)

D.W. Van Bekkum, Netherlands (1973)

B.E. Gustafsson, Sweden (1974–1975)

G.L. Ada, Australia (1976)

A.C. Upton, USA (1977)

S. Eckhardt, Hungary (1978)

K. Munk, Federal Republic of Germany (1979)

J. Miller, Australia (1980)

M. Tubiana, France (1981)

J. Cairns, United Kingdom (1982)

N.E. Gray, Australia (1983–1984)

A.B. Miller, Canada (1985)

H.J. Evans, United Kingdom (1986)

B.K. Armstrong, Australia (1987)

R. Simard, Canada (1988)

R. Monier, France (1989)

E.J. Saksela, Finland (1990)

A.J. McMichael, Australia (1991–1992)

L.G. Israels, Canada (1993)

T. Sanner, Norway (1994–1995)

A.C. Green, Australia (1996)

A.R. Sarasin, France (1997)

J.C. Barrett, USA (1998)

H.E. Blum, Germany (1999)

J.L. Hopper, Australia (2000)

C. Bonaïti-Pellié, France (2001)

M. Aguet, Switzerland (2002)

L.K. Borysiewicz, United Kingdom (2003–2004)

J.D. Potter, USA (2005–2006)

B. Ponder, United Kingdom (2007–2008)c

J. Siemiatycki, Canada (2009)

H. Comber, Ireland (2010)

E.J. Rivedal, Norway (2011)

I. Frazer, Australia (2012)

M. Melbye, Denmark (2013–2014)

C. Ulrich, Germany (2015)

a  First meeting of the Scientific Committee.
b  Elected chair after the death of J.H.F. Maisin.
c  Could not attend; was replaced by the vice-chair (J. Siemiatycki, Canada, in 2007 and E. Ron, USA, in 2008).

257



ENABLING RESEARCH SUCCESS

This book charts the history of IARC from its origins to the present day. In so doing it has highlighted just 
a few of the Agency’s scientific achievements and contributions to cancer prevention. These achievements 
have been widely recognized and appreciated. Scientists originating from all over the world at different 
stages of their careers have subsequently moved on from IARC to make valuable contributions to 
international cancer research elsewhere. Indeed, a major feature of the Agency is this flow-through of 
researchers, who leave better equipped for their future by the experience gained.

There is another category of people at IARC who underpin all that is achieved and who move on less 
frequently. This is the group of people most often referred to as “support staff” but to whom the word 
“support” does not do sufficient justice. IARC has to provide an infrastructure for its scientists, without which 
nothing could be achieved, and these colleagues provide that necessary environment. This type of “support” 
means a building that remains open, safe, and functional (not always an easy task); it means administrative 
structures for human resources, finance, budgets, contracts and grant management, procurement, 
information technology, and the ever-busy helpdesk; experts who can operate the sophisticated equipment 

used in laboratories, those who maintain the cleanliness of 
those same laboratories, and those who can manage and 
analyse the terabytes of scientific data collected; those 
who greet visitors; those who manage the mountains of 
correspondence, electronic and otherwise; those who 
oversee the ever-expanding biobank; those who ensure 
that the scientists are in the right place at the right time; 
those who edit the books, publicize the accomplishments, 
translate the documents, and present content on the web; 
and those who feed us and keep us healthy and safe. This 
group includes all those here now and the many more 
who have gone before, who are quietly and effectively 
dedicated to the mission of IARC and are proud to share in 
the successes of the organization.

IARC is successful due in large part to these valued colleagues. In 2009, the Agency established the IARC 
Staff Award to capture just a little of this value, by recognizing those who upon retirement had spent 30 or 
more years of their career at the Agency. In 2011, the IARC Recognition Programme was introduced to 
capture a little more, by allowing peers within the Agency to highlight the exceptional contributions their 
colleagues have made, often in these “support” areas. These efforts, however, only begin to scratch the 
surface of acknowledging the commitments made.

Therefore, this commemorative book also celebrates and pays tribute to all those who have enabled the 
science of IARC to be successfully performed over five decades. The success belongs also to you.
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