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Section 1 — Annex 1

Supplementary material for Section 1, Exposure Characterization

14

Table S1.29 Criteria for rating quality of exposure assessment of epidemiological studies of firefighters

Exposure quality rating Criteria Description

Excellent No limitations, superior exposure assessment methods No serious limitations, superior exposure assessment methods — unrealistic for firefighting studies

as a result of the complexity of the exposures

Good Exposure with a quantitative measure (e.g. duration, number of fires); one or two limitations; High quality evidence of work as firefighter, with reliable measures of duration and intensity of
or limitations balanced with study strengths firefighting exposures

Satisfactory Exposure with a reliable quantitative measure (e.g. duration, number of fires, etc.) and had afew  Reliable evidence for work directly fighting fires, excluding administrative and other less exposed
limitations tasks

Minimal Major limitations that had an impact on the assessment quality (e.g. identified differential Ever/never worked as firefighter, but no evidence of direct firefighting activity and/or based on
misclassification); only ever firefighter status self-report at a single point in time
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