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The planning of this volume in the International Agency for Research on Cancer (IARC) Statistical Methods in 
Cancer Research series was begun in 2019, by Dr Mary Schubauer-Berigan from the IARC Monographs programme 
in collaboration with Professor Amy Berrington de González, who was then at the United States National Cancer 
Institute. In 2021, Professor David Richardson was supported by IARC as a Senior Visiting Scientist to co-lead the 
launch of this project. Since then, many people have contributed to the development of this IARC Scientific Publication. 
IARC convened a group of 37 epidemiologists and statisticians who participated in a scientific workshop on epide-
miological bias assessment in hazard identification, which was held in Lyon, France, on 17–21 October 2022 (see 
the Contributors list). During that meeting, initial drafts of the chapters were circulated and reviewed, and the group 
had valuable discussions for orientating subsequent developments. The book was also reviewed by several external 
peer reviewers, to whom the editors are exceedingly grateful. The editors greatly appreciate the skilled assistance of 
Ms Jennifer Nicholson in facilitating the workshop arrangements, of Ms Solène Quennehen in producing the volume, 
and of the volume’s scientific editor, Dr Alison Lees. This project would not have been possible without the financial 
support of the United States National Cancer Institute and IARC.
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